The development of integrated public health information systems: a statement by the Joint Council of Governmental Public Health Agencies.
To truly enjoy the benefits of the information age, public health agencies at each level of government must work together to plan and implement integrated information systems that meet the needs of our dynamic profession. The Joint Council of Governmental Public Health Agencies, comprised of state and local health officials, has worked to identify the solutions to public health's information needs. Investments in integrated systems that support service delivery to clients will improve program management and enhance accountability for public funds. The ability to produce good, client-centered data will be essential as the nation's health and welfare systems change.